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At a time when world markets are seeing a dramatic
escalation of food prices, Timor-Leste is celebrating boosted
agricultural production. The First Hybrid Rice Harvest, held in
Maliana on 10 June, marked the end of the first planting
season in the village of Tapo-Memo, where 80 hectares of
paddy-field planted last February have produced an abundant
harvest.

Wearing farmer hats, President JosZ Ramos Horta, Prime
T Minister Xanana Gusm<o, Minister of Agriculture and
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President JosZ Ramos-Horta (left) and Vice President Fisheries Mariano Sabino Ass.anam|, Special Representative
of the National Parliament Vicente Guterres harvest of the Secretary-General for Timor-Leste (SRSG) Atul Khare,
rice in Maliana. More photos of the Festival are on and other guests symbolically harvested the crop.
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bage President Ramos-Horta congratulated the people of Maliana
on the harvest. He said that if the country was going to feed its people, it needed good roads to bring the harvest
to market. OIf we want to improve our nation, we haveto promote agricultural production. But without sufficient
roads, we cannot succeed. The Government should rebuild the countryOs roads into a modern network,O he said.

Hybrid rice is the result of scientific research and grows faster than normal rice, enabling farmers to increase their
yield and produce more than one crop. The Government bought more than one ton of seeds from Indonesia and
distributed it free of charge to 55 farmers in the area.

Alvito Noronha, who owns two hectares of paddy in Tapo-Memo, told Radio UNMIT his rice production this year
had increased twice compared to last year. OThis isnew technology for me,O he said. OIOm happy because
| received technical assistance when | needed it.O

Timor-Leste produced 62,000 tonnes of rice last year. This year the Government hopes to increase rice
production by 25%.

During the ceremony the Government handed over rice-milling machines motorized plows to the farmers. The
Ministry plans to hold the festival in all 13 districts.
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The UN peacekeeping mission in Timor-Leste is planning to
increase the amount of money it spends in the country over
the next few years to help support local private businesses.
The effort aims to boost the local economy by supporting the |
OBuy Local, Build Timor-Lest® campaign run by the Peace

Dividend Trust, an NGO based in Afghanistan and Timor-
Leste.

At a press conference at UNMIT Headquarters on 11 June, _ . .
the Director of the Peace Dividend Trust, Ed Rees told UNMIT Photo/Martine Perret
journalists that increased local spending by peacekeeping Over 150 mobile kiosk operators are supporting the
missions and international partners helps to create jobs and OBuy Local, Build Timor-LesteO initiative by displaying
boost the private sector in post-conflict states. the projectOs logo on their push carts.

His organization has already registered 1,000 private businesses in the country and helps link up potential buyers
in Timor-Leste and abroad with Timorese businesses. OThe business community here is not very cohesive. But
the future of the country will depend on the ability of the business community to provide jobs and create wealth,0
Mr. Rees said. The project has already enlisted the support of several airlines and Government Ministries as well
as local small businessmen and women.

ARSG Atul Khare said it was essential to stimulate the private sector in order to generate socio-economic growth
in Timor-Leste. OWe support the initiatives of the Peae Dividend Trust. | urge all at UNMIT to buy locally and
increase support to local businesses,O he said.
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