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Bev Oda, shown here in Afghanistan in 2007, has said that untied aid leaves more money for development work on the ground --
'more medicines, more textbooks, more seeds, and fertilizers.'
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The government recently decided that after 40 years it will no longer fund the Canadian Council for

International Co-operation, the umbrella group for 90 non-government development and aid agencies.

By the end of this column, the odds that I'll be invited to any more Canadian NGO roundtable-

stakeholder-forum-workshops will be smaller than Mel Gibson being asked to host Nickelodeon's Kids'

Choice Awards.

To be honest, I'm not really going to miss the invitations. They arrive in the mail every other week and

usually abuse the word "dialogue" -- as in, "This meeting will allow key stakeholders to dialogue with

the minister on the critical challenges facing the world's poor."

Inevitably, during such round tables, it emerges that the critical challenge is that the government isn't
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